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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-23, 25-47, 49-69 and 71-92 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by O'Farrell et al. (U.S. 56241 76). 

O'Farrell ('176) discloses an illuminated power tilt exterior mirror for vehicle 

having: 

Regarding claim 1 as shown in (figs. 1-8), an exterior mirror assembly (10), the 
exterior mirror assembly (10) including a first portion (14) adapted for mounting to a 
vehicle (12), a second portion (16), and a reflective element (20). A reflective element 
(20) support member supporting the reflective element (20), the reflective element 
support member mounting to an actuator or a positioning device (22) operable to adjust 
the rearward field of view of the reflective element (20), when the exterior mirror 
assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12). The actuator or positioning device (22) 
disposed at the second portion. As shown in (fig. 8), a turn signal indicator (not 
numbered), the turn signal indicator disposed adjacent to and separate from the 
reflective element (20), the turn signal indicator emitting a light beam at least generally 
laterally and rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) is 
mounted to a vehicle (12) and when the turn signal indicator is actuated. The turn signal 
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indicator adjusting in tandem with the reflective element (20) upon adjustment of the 
rearward field of view of the reflective element (20). As shown in (fig. 2), the light beam 
substantially unobservable by the driver of the vehicle (12), and wherein the light beam 
does not pass through the reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 2 as shown in (figs. 8), the turn signal indicator (not numbered) 
comprises a portion forming an apex. 

Regarding claim 3 as shown in (figs. 3), the apex is located at or near an 
outboard region of the second portion. 

Regarding claim 4 as shown in (figs. 3) the signal indicator comprises a generally 
triangular shaped portion. 

Regarding claim 5 as shown in (figs. 2-4), the turn signal indicator includes an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14) is 
mounted to a vehicle (12). the reflective element (20) having an outer surface facing 
rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14) is mounted to a vehicle 
(12), the outer surface of the turn signal indicator being generally contiguous with the 
outer surface of the reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 6 as shown in (figs. 1), the turn signal indicator comprises a light 
conduiting member. 

Regarding claim 7 as shown in (figs. 1), the turn signal indicator further 
comprising a light source (28), the light source (28) directing light into the conduiting 
member. 
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Regarding claim 8 as shown in (figs. 1,3), the light conduiting member includes a 
light input portion and a surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror 
assembly (14) is mounted to a vehicle (12). The light conducting member (not 
numbered) being configured to direct light (28) from the light input portion to and out 
from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 9 as shown in (figs. 1,3), the light conduiting member includes a 
plurality of internal reflective (20) surfaces for directing light (28) from the light input 
portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 10 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a portion with a stepped configuration to thereby form the internal reflective (20) 
surfaces. 

Regarding claim 11 as shown in (figs. 2-3 ), the rearwardly facing surface is 
generally planar. 

Regarding claim 12 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element (20) has an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14) is 
mounted to a vehicle (12). The rearwardly facing surface of the light (28) conduiting 
member being generally co-planar with the outer surface of the reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 13 as shown in (figs. 4), the rearwardly facing surface of the 
light conduiting member forms a generally triangular shaped turn signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 14 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
supports the light conducting member. 
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Regarding claim 15 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
includes a member (22) positioned between the light conduiting member and the 
reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 16 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the support member includes 
adjacent recesses, a first of the recesses having the reflective element(20) positioned 
therein, and a second of the recesses having the light conduiting member positioned 
therein. 

Regarding claim 17 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a light input portion and a rearwardly facing surface forming the turn signal indicator 
(22), the light conduiting member being configured to direct light (28) from the light input 
portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 18 as shown in (fig. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes a 
plurality of internal reflective surfaces (not numbered) for directing light (28) from the 
light input portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 19 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface forms a 
triangular-shaped turn signal indicator (22). 

Regarding claim 20 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface is a 
substantially continuous surface. 

Regarding claim 21 the indicator includes a light source (28), the light source 
chosen from an incandescent source, a fluorescent source, and a light emitting diode. 

Regarding claim 22 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the second portion is movably 
connected to the first portion. 
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Regarding claim 23 as shown in (figs. 1,8), second portion is movably connected 
to the first portion by a connection chosen from at least one of a break-away connection 
or switches and a power-fold connection. 

Regarding claim 25 as shown in (figs. 4), the turn signal indicator (24) is 
disposed in the second portion of the exterior mirror assembly (16/14) at a location 
generally laterally outboard of an edge portion of the reflective element (20), the edge 
portion of the reflective element (20) being closer to the side of the vehicle (10) to which 
the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) is mounted than the outboard location of the turn 
signal indicator (22). 

Regarding claim 26 as shown in (figs. 1, 4), an exterior mirror assembly, the 
exterior mirror assembly (16/14) comprising a first portion adapted for mounting to a 
vehicle (12), a second portion, and a reflective element (20). A reflective element 
support member (18) supporting the reflective element (20), the reflective element (20) 
support member mounting to an actuator or positioning device (22) operable to adjust 
the rearward field of view of the reflective element (20) when the exterior mirror 
assembly is mounted to a vehicle (12), the actuator (22) disposed at the second portion. 
A turn signal indicator (24), the turn signal indicator disposed adjacent to and separate 
from the reflective element (20). The turn signal indicator (24) emitting a light beam at 
least generally laterally and rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the exterior mirror 
assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12) and when the turn signal indicator (24) is 
actuated. The turn signal indicator (24) adjusting in tandem with the reflective element 
(20) upon adjustment of the rearward field of view of the reflective element (20). The 
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light beam substantially unobservable by the driver of the vehicle (12), wherein the light 
beam does not pass through the reflective element (20), and wherein the turn signal 
indicator (24) comprise a generally triangular shaped turn signal indicator (24). 

Regarding claim 27 as shown in (figs. 1, 4), triangular-shaped turn signal 
indicator includes an apex, the apex being located at or near an outboard region of the 
second portion. 

Regarding claim 28 as shown in (figs. 1, 4), the turn signal indicator (24) is 
disposed in the second portion of the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) at a location 
generally laterally outboard of an edge portion of the reflective element (20), the edge 
portion of the reflective element (20) being closer to the side of the vehicle (12) to which 
the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) is mounted than the outboard location of the turn 
signal indicator (24/28). 

Regarding claim 29 as shown in (figs. 2-4), the turn signal indicator includes an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle when said mirror assembly is mounted to 
a vehicle (12), the reflective element (20) having an outer surface facing rearwardly of 
the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (120, the 
outer surface of said turn signal indicator being generally contiguous with the outer 
surface of the reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 30 as shown in (figs. 1), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
light conduiting member. 
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Regarding claim 31 as shown in (figs. 1), the turn signal indicator further 
comprises a light source (28), the light source (28)b directing light into the conduiting 
member. 

Regarding claim 32 as shown in (figs. 1-3), light conduiting member includes a 
light input portion and a surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when said mirror 
assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12), the light conduiting member being 
configured to direct light (28) from said light input portion to and out from the rearwardly 
facing surface. 

Regarding claim 33 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conducting member includes 
a plurality of internal reflective (20) surfaces for directing light (28) from the light input 
portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 34 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a portion with a stepped configuration to thereby form the internal reflective surfaces. 

Regarding claim 35 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element (20) has an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly 14/16) is 
mounted to a vehicle (12), the rearwardly facing surface of the light conduiting member 
being generally co-planar with the outer surface of the reflective element. 

Regarding claim 37 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface is 
generally planar. 

Regarding claim 38 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element (20) supports 
the light conduiting member. 
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Regarding claim 39 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
includes a member (22) positioned between the light conduiting member and the 
reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 40 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the support member includes 
adjacent recesses, a first of said recesses having the reflective element (20) positioned 
therein, and a second of the recesses having the light conduiting member positioned 
therein. 

Regarding claim 41 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a light input portion and a rearwardly facing surface forming said turn signal indicator, 
the light conduiting member being configured to direct light (28) from the light input 
portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 42 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a plurality of internal reflective (20) surfaces for directing light (28) from the light input 
portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 43 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface forms 
the triangular-shaped turn signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 44 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface is a 
substantially continuous surface. 

Regarding claim 45 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator includes a 
light source (28), the light source chosen from an incandescent source, a fluorescent 
source, and a light emitting diode. 
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Regarding claim 46 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the second portion is movably 
connected to the first portion. 

Regarding claim 47 as shown in (figs. 8), the second portion is movably 
connected to the first portion by a connection chosen from at least one of a break-away 
or actuator (22) connection and a power-fold connection. 

Regarding claim 49 as shown in (figs. 1-8), an exterior mirror assembly (14/16), 
the exterior mirror assembly comprising a first portion adapted for mounting to a vehicle 
(12, a second portion, and a reflective element (20). A reflective element support 
member or housing (18) supporting the reflective element (20). The reflective element 
support member mounting to an actuator (22) operable to adjust the rearward field of 
view of the reflective element (20) when the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) is mounted 
to a vehicle (12), the actuator or positioning device is disposed at the second portion, a 
turn signal indicator (24/28), the turn signal indicator disposed adjacent to and separate 
from the reflective element (20), the turn signal indicator (24/28) emitting a light beam at 
least generally laterally and rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the exterior mirror 
assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12) and when the turn signal indicator is 
actuated. The turn signal indicator (24/28) adjusting in tandem with the reflective 
element (20) upon adjustment of the rearward field of view of the reflective element 
(20). The light beam substantially unobservable by the driver of the vehicle (12), 
wherein the light beam does not pass through the reflective element, and wherein the 
second portion is movably connected to first portion by a connection chosen from at 
least one of a break-away connection and a power-fold connection as shown in (fig. 8). 
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Regarding claim 50 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
portion forming an apex. 

Regarding claim 51 as shown in (figs. 1-3) the apex is located at or near an 
outboard region of the second portion. 

Regarding claim 52 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
generally triangular shaped portion. 

Regarding claim 53 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator includes an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14/16) is 
mounted to a vehicle (12), the reflective element (20) having an outer surface facing 
rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle, 
the outer surface of the turn signal indicator being generally contiguous with the outer 
surface of the reflective element(20). 

Regarding claim 54 as shown in (figs. 8), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
light conduiting member. 

Regarding claim 55 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator further 
comprising a light source (28), the light source directing light into the conduiting 
member. 

Regarding claim 56 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a light input portion and a surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror 
assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12), the light conduiting member being 
configured to direct light (28) from the light input portion to and out from said rearwardly 
facing surface. 
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Regarding claim 57 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conducting member includes 
a plurality of internal reflective surfaces for directing light (28) from the light input portion 
to and out from said rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 58 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a portion with a stepped configuration to thereby form the internal reflective surfaces. 

Regarding claim 59 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface is 
generally planar. 

Regarding claim 60 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element (28) has an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when said mirror assembly (14/16 is 
mounted to a vehicle (12). The rearwardly facing surface of the light conduiting member 
being generally co-planar with the outer surface of the reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 61 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface of the 
light conduiting member forms a generally triangular shaped turn signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 62 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
supports the light conduiting member. 

Regarding claim 63 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
includes a member (22) positioned between the light conduiting member and the 
reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 64 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the support member (22) includes 
adjacent recesses, a first of the recesses having the reflective element (20) positioned 
therein, and a second of the recesses having the light conduiting member positioned 
therein. 
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Regarding claim 65 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a light input portion and a rearwardly facing surface forming the turn signal indicator 
(24/28), the light conduiting member being configured to direct light (28) from the light 
input portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 66 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a plurality of internal reflective surfaces for directing light from the light input portion to 
and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 67 as shown in (figs. 1-4), the rearwardly facing surface forms a 
triangular-shaped turn signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 68 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface is a 
substantially continuous surface. 

Regarding claim 69 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator (24) includes 
a light source (28), the light source (28) chosen from an incandescent source, a 
fluorescent source, and a light emitting diode. 

Regarding claim 71 as shown in (figs. 1-3,8), the turn signal indicator (24/28) is 
disposed in the second portion of the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) at a location 
generally laterally outboard of an edge portion of said reflective element (20), the edge 
portion of the reflective element (20) being closer to the side of the vehicle (12) to which 
the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) is mounted than the outboard location of the turn 
signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 72 as shown in (figs. 1-3), an exterior mirror assembly (14/16), 
the exterior mirror assembly comprising a first portion adapted for mounting to a vehicle 
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(12), a second portion, and a reflective element (20). A reflective element support 
member or h(18) supporting the reflective element (20), the reflective element support 
member mounting to an actuator or positioning device (22) operable to adjust the 
rearward field of view of the reflective element (20) when the exterior mirror assembly 
(14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12), the actuator (22) disposed at the second portion. A 
turn signal indicator or light (24/28), the turn signal indicator (2428) disposed adjacent to 
and separate from the reflective element (20), the turn signal indicator emitting a light 
beam (P) at least generally laterally and rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the exterior 
mirror assembly (14/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12) and when the turn signal indicator 
is actuated. The turn signal indicator (24) adjusting in tandem with the reflective element 
(20) upon adjustment of the rearward field of view of the reflective element (20). The 
light beam (P) substantially unobservable by the driver of the vehicle (12), wherein the 
light beam does not pass through the reflective element (20), wherein the second 
portion is movably connected to the first portion by a connection chosen from at least 
one of a break-away connection and a power-fold connection as shown in (fig. 8), and 
wherein the turn signal indicator or light (24) is disposed in the second portion of the 
exterior mirror assembly (14/16), at a location generally laterally outboard of an edge 
portion of the reflective element (20), the edge portion of the reflective element (20) 
being closer to the side of the vehicle (12) to which the exterior mirror assembly (14/16) 
is mounted than the outboard location of the turn signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 73 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
portion forming an apex. 
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Regarding claim 74 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the apex is located at or near an outboard 
region of the second portion (P). 

Regarding claim 75 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
generally triangular shaped portion (P). 

Regarding claim 76 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator includes an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14/16) is 
mounted to a vehicle (12). The reflective element (20) having an outer surface facing 
rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly is mounted to a vehicle (12), 
the outer surface of the turn signal indicator being generally contiguous with the outer 
surface of the reflective element (20). 

Regarding claim 77 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
light conduiting member (not numbered). 

Regarding claim 78 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator further 
comprises a light source (24/28), the light source directing light into the conduiting 
member. 

Regarding claim 79 as shown in (figs. 1-4), the light conduiting member (24) 
includes a light input portion and a surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when 
the mirror assembly (4/16) is mounted to a vehicle (12). The light conduiting member 
(not numbered) being configured to direct light (24/28) from the light input portion to and 
out from the rearwardly facing surface. 
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Regarding claim 80 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member (not 
numbered) includes a plurality of internal reflective surfaces for directing light (24/28) 
from the light input portion to and out from the rearwardly facing surface. 

Regarding claim 81 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member (not 
numbered) includes a portion with a stepped configuration to thereby form the internal 
reflective surfaces. 

Regarding claim 82 as shown in (figs. 1-4), the rearwardly facing surface (p) is 
generally planar. 

Regarding claim 83 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element (20) has an 
outer surface facing rearwardly of the vehicle (12) when the mirror assembly (14/16) is 
mounted to a vehicle (12). The rearwardly facing surface of the light conduiting member 
being generally co-planar with the outer surface of the reflective element. 

Regarding claim 84 as shown in (figs. 4), the rearwardly facing surface of the 
light conducting member forms a generally triangular shaped turn signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 85 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element (20) support 
supports the light conduiting member. 

Regarding claim 86 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
includes a member positioned between said light conduiting 
member and said reflective element. 

Regarding claim 87 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the support member includes 
adjacent recesses, a first of the recesses having the reflective element (20) positioned 



Application/Control Number: 10/770,097 Page 17 

Art Unit: 2875 

therein, and a second of the recesses having said turn signal indicator positioned 
therein. 

Regarding claim 88 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator comprises a 
light conduiting member (not numbered), the light conduiting member including a light 
(24/28) input portion and a rearwardly facing surface forming the turn signal indicator. 
The light conduiting member being configured to direct light (24/28) from the light input 
portion to and out from the rearwardly,facing surface. 

Regarding claim 89 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the light conduiting member includes 
a plurality of internal reflective surfaces for directing light from the light input portion to 
and out from the rearwardly facing surface (P). 

Regarding claim 90 as shown in (fig. 4), the rearwardly facing surface (p) forms a 
triangular-shaped turn signal indicator. 

Regarding claim 91 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the rearwardly facing surface (P) is a 
substantially continuous surface. 

Regarding claim 92 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the turn signal indicator includes a 
light source (24/28), the light source chosen from an incandescent source, a fluorescent 
source, and a light emitting diode. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 24, 48, 70, 93 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over O'Farrell ('176) in view of Peterson et al. (U.S. 3883732). 

O'Farrell ('176) discloses the claimed invention except for a plastic backing plate. 

Peterson teaches a plastic material mounted within the lamp housing. 

Regarding claim 24 as shown in (fig. 2), the reflective element support member 
comprises a plastic backing plate. 

Regarding claim 70 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
member (5) comprises a plastic backing plate (3). 

Regarding claim 93 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support 
member (5) comprises a plastic backing plate (3). 

Regarding claim 48 as shown in (figs. 1-3), the reflective element support member (5) 
comprises a plastic backing plate (3). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the of the 
invention was made to use the plastic plate of Peterson for the device of O'Farrell 
('176), since providing a plastic material enables the lamp to subdue the shock and 
bumps on the rough roads. 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bertrand Zeade whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2387. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on 571-272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Bertrand Zeade 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 




